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New Hampshire State Library

The Challenge of Digital
Preservation

What is digital preservation?

"Digital preservation combines policies, 
strategies and actions that ensure 
access to digital content over time."

American Library Association, 2008



üAcquire

üArchive 

ü Access

The AAAs of our born digital library



The NH Law!

RSA 201 - A:18 Deposit of Official Reports and 
Publications. ï

I. Within 30 days after publication: 
(a) The head of every state department and 

institution, every legislative commission and any 
commission operating under executive authority 
shall deliver to the state library 3 copies of all 
reports and all other publications issued under 
the authority of the state department or 
institution. 



New Hampshire State Library

New Hampshire State Library 
Circumstances

·Statutory mandate & depository program

·To print or not to print? 
That was the question!!

·Acquisition challenge

·Access

·Collection Development Policy



New Hampshire State Library

·Organizational & financial commitment

·Define the scope

·The elusive & the fugitive 

·Think big, start small

Getting Goingé.
September 2007



New Hampshire State Library

NEEDS VS. WANTS?

·Web Portal/ASP Provider

·Content management system

·Secure Data archive

·Files type agnostic

·Metadata

·Easy retrieval



PTFS, Inc.

Progressive Technologies Federal 
Systems, Inc.

ü ArchivalWare

ü Along came a spider



New Hampshire State Library

3 years lateré..

Go live: January 20, 2009
·15 committee meetings
·3 days training (Sept. 2008)
·100+ communications (email & phone)
·Workload management
·Decisions Decisions Decisions



New Hampshire State Library

From Agency Website to Digital Library

ArchivalWare

(Staff Only)

NH Digital Database

(Public)

NHSL Catalog

Agency Website PTFS Server
Spider pulls

new documents

ñschedulerò program adds documents

to database

staff prepare docs

for public access

Link added to 

NHSL catalog



New Hampshire State Library

How the Spider works

·A separate ñspiderò is created for each agency

·A seed url (the agencyôs homepage) is assigned

·Filters are added:  URL and File Format

·Spider software checks to see if files are new or 
modified since date the software last ran



New Hampshire State Library

Preparing documents
for the database

·Use Collection Development Policy for guidance:
www.nh.gov/nhsl/about/documents/CollectionPolicy2008.pdf

·What should be kept?
Annual Reports
Newsletters
Brochures
Handbooks, manuals

Step 1: Is it a ñState Publication?ò



New Hampshire State Library

Preparing documents
for the database

·What should be discarded?

Meeting Agendas

Press Releases

Office Email Correspondence

·ñGray areasò: 

Archive EVERYTHING

vs.

Collection Development Policy

Step 1: Is it a ñState Publication?ò



New Hampshire State Library

Preparing documents
for the database 

·Goal: 

Maximize ease of access while keeping 
workload manageable

·Metadata fields restricted to a few key fields:
Title, Serial Title, Author, Year Published, # Pages

·Some data is added automatically:

File type, File size, Original URL

Step 2: Adding Metadata



New Hampshire State Library

The Metadata Edit Screen



New Hampshire State Library

Preparing documents
for the database 

·Documents can be filed in a folder 
structure similar to Windows Explorer

·Patrons can browse folders for documents 
in addition to searching text or metadata

·Folders make it possible to guide users to 
a set of documents using Purls

Step 3: Assigning a Folder



New Hampshire State Library

The Folder Structure

Documents are assigned to folders using 
the following hierarchy:
Agency

Division

Bureau/Program

Document Type 
Periodical Title (as needed)


